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CVII. An Account of the extraordinary Agi¬ 
tation of the Waters in feveral Ponds in 
Hertfordfhire : In a Letter from the Rev. 
Thomas Rutherforth, D. D . F. R. S. to 
the Rev. Samuel Squire, D. D. F. R. S. 


Read July i 
«7S 6 - 


I 


Dear Sir, 

Have lately had an opportunity of 
of making fome enquiries about an 
unufual motion of the water in a pond at Patmer- 
hall, which is a farm in the parilh of Albury, and 
county of Hertford. Mr. Thomas Mott, who is the 
occupier of the farm, tells me. that there are two 
ponds in his yard, which are parted from one an¬ 
other only by a caufey, which is juft wide enough 
to allow of a convenient paffage for a waggon and 
driver: the caufey runs from north to fouth; fo 
that one of the ponds is to the weft, and the other is 
to the eaft of it. At the weftern end of the former, 
which is the head of it, are two drains, one higher 
than the other, to carry off the wafte water; and on 
each fide, at the other end, clofe to the caufeway, 
is a mouth, or opening, where his cattle go to drink. 
The pond itfelf is about eight roods over, and twelve 
roods long: The other pond is of the fame fize; 
except, that there is a dove-houfe in the middle of 
it, which ftands upon a fmall ifland. On the firft 
day of November laft, between ten and eleven 
o’clock in the forenoon, his fervants, who were then 
clofe to thefe ponds, heard a rumbling noife, like the 

wind j 
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wind; iuid took notice, that three ducks, which 
Were then in the weftern pond, immediately flew 
out of it into the other, as if they were affrighted. 
At the fame inflant the water in the weflern pond 
arofe at the head of it, fo as to run out of the lower 
drain, which was ten or twelve inches above the 
level. He did not fee this fwell of the water him- 
felf; but his fervants, who faw it, called him im¬ 
mediately ; and he found, that the water was then 
in motion; and that it had run out of the drain. 
It continued to move backwards and forwards for 
fome time j but he obferved, that it did not fwell 
any more at the head, but only arofe and fell by 
turns at the two mouths ; fo that the motion was 
then from north to fouth. When it arofe at either 
of the mouths, it flowed about fix feet beyond what 
was then the water-mark. The other pond, during 
the whole time, was as calm and Hill, as he ever faw 
it; nor had his fervants obferved any motion in it, 
untefs what was occafioned by the alighting of the 
ducks. 

Mr. Mott tells me farther, that Wickham-hall, 
which is another farm, about two miles and a half 
from him, in the parifh of Bifhop-Stortford, in the 
fame county, a pond was moved at the fame time in 
the fame manner; and that the firft motion of it 
was from eaft to weft. This account he had from 
a perfon, who faw it. He adds, that a like motion 
was obferved in a pond at Thaxted, in the county 
of Eflex : but of this he knows no particulars. 

At Royfton, in the county of Hertford, Mr. 
Newbell, an officer of the excife, obferved an un- 
ufual motion in the pond, at ten o'clock in the fore- 
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noon, November i, laft paft. The pond is a large 
one, and almoft round. The bank of it, towards 
the north, is faced with a brick-wall; and the bot¬ 
tom of it arifes from thence, in a flope, towards the 
fouth. The water arofe from north to fouth, fo as 
to go five feet and a half beyond the water-mark. 
In his return it arofe againft the brick wall, the top 
of which was about one foot above the level of the 
water, fo as to run over it. The water afterwards 
moved from north to fouth, and back again, five 
times before it flopped. I am, 


Barley, June 15, 

J75&. 


Dear Sir, 

Very faithfully yours, 


T. Rutherforth. 


CVIII, Some Confederations on a draught 
of two targe peices of Lead\ with Roman 
Infcriptions upon them , found feveralyears 
fence in Yorkshire. By John Ward, LL.D. 
Rket. Prof Grefli. and V. P. li. S. 


Head July 1, 
> 7 S 6 ‘ 


O M E time fince a draught of two 


large peices of lead, fimilar to each 
other, was communicated to this Society by a wor¬ 
thy member, Henry Stuart Stevens, Efquire (i). 
The account then given of them, which accom- 


(0 January 31, 1754. 



